
 
 

Drama Lesson – Pre- performance 
 

Aim:  To explore the dramatic potential of the theme ‘money’ 
 

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 & 5 
Task One: Warm up of teacher/student’s choice – 
one designed to invoke focus and working as a 
team. 
 
Task Two: Explain what a ‘Group Build’ is – a still 
image that is created by whole class around a word 
or theme. The rules are: 

- everyone is in it 
- people are added one at a time 
- whatever you bring to the image must be in 

reaction to what the last person did or be a 
new idea that you are bringing in. 

- remember the audience – careful of 
backs/levels/space. 

The warm-up group build is to be entitled ‘The 
Accident’. 
N.b This task will go through peaks and troughs – 
times when all want to join in and times when no-
one wants to join in, allow time for this – 
encouraging students to get up and join in but 
allowing for thinking time as well.  
 
Task Three: When all in image – ask one person to 
step out and say what they see. What do they like 
about the image? What storylines are happening? 
You/a student select your favourite mini-image from 
the whole class piece and as a class evaluate the 
image and why it is so powerful. 
 
Task Four: Explain that we are about to move onto 
main section of lesson –the theme of this part of the 
session will be Money. Ask the class for dramatic 
examples of storylines that relate to money from 
TV/Theatre/Film. They are likely to head towards 
the more sensational storylines e.g. gangsters and 
guns – try and encourage them to consider the 
more personal stories that relate to money, the 
more human approaches to the theme. 
 
Task Five:  Complete group build, this time around 
the theme of Money – allowing time and 
encouragement. 
If you have time remove a student to make 

Task One:  Class discussion on examples of 
TV/Film/Theatre dramas that have money as a 
central theme – gangster films, ‘Blood 
Brothers’, soap opera storylines etc 
 
Why is money such a central theme in Drama? 
– highly emotive, reflects key human 
emotions/themes e.g. greed, power, lust, 
security (list the themes as class suggests 
them). 
 
Task Two:  Divide class into groups (4 per 
group) – give each group an emotion/theme 
relating to money from the list. Create an 
abstract image of this word (good way to 
describe ‘abstract’ – a reflection of what is 
going on inside rather than the reality as it is 
presented outside).  
Ensure they consider space, levels, 
expression. 
If group is advanced add movement and 
abstract sound to the image. 
 
Task Three:  Watch and evaluate images. 
 
Task Four:  In same groups discuss potential 
storylines that relate to your abstract image – 
do not need to be money related e.g. could 
look at theme of security and consider a scene 
communicating a lack of emotional security in a 
relationship. 
 
Task five:  Create a realistic performance of 
storyline. 
 
Task Six:  At key moment in scene when the 
initial emotion/theme is most prominent, groups 
are to mark the moment by moving into the 
abstract piece they have developed. Rehearse 
moving from scene into abstract and back to 
scene smoothly. 
 
 



adjustments to image. 
 
Task Six:  Divide the image up into groups 
according to potential storylines you can see 
developing – groups should be between two and 
four people. Working in those groups and using the 
still image as a starting and ending point create a 
scene explaining what is happening for those 
characters. Emphasis must be on keeping it real 
and meaning what is said in the scenes. Each 
character is only allowed two-three lines each. 
 
Task Seven:  Get class back into image and 
number the groups according to the order they are 
to show their scenes (outside of this they are still in 
image). If you have time you may want to look at 
the scenes away from the group build or show the 
scenes by dividing the class image in half. 
 
Task Eight:  Evaluate the pieces presented and 
discuss some of the key themes and emotions that 
are apparent when considering money as a theme 
for a drama. Ask the class to consider these themes 
when watching Ker-Ching! to see whether there is 
any overlap between what they presented and the 
themes in the final play. 

Task Seven: Perform and evaluate work (At 
KS5 the young people’s evaluation should be 
clear with unprompted notes being made on 
tension, pace and relationships – this made 
need initial encouragement!) 
 
Task Eight:  Ker-Ching! is a highly physical 
show mixing abstract/movement work with 
realistic drama – note what key 
emotions/themes the piece identifies relating to 
money and how they present the power of 
these in the piece. 
 

 

 
 

 


